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MP Tim exposed for 
spying on kiddies! 


WORTHING MP Tim Loughton has been 
exposed in a national newspaper for the sinister 
activities of his surveillance company. 

Loughton, a stuck-up City of London Tory 
prat who doesn’t even live in Worthing let alone 
represent our interests, was ironically humbled 
by that most pro-Conservative of newspapers, 
The Mail on Sunday (December 28). It revealed 
the shocking truth about Classwatch of which 
Loughton is chairman (a fact we disclosed in 
The Porkbolter in June 2008). 

Revealed the report: “Schools have 
installed CCTV cameras and microphones in 
classrooms to watch and listen to pupils as 
young as four. The Big Brother-style surveil¬ 
lance is being marketed as a way to identify 
pupils disrupting lessons when teachers’ backs 
are turned. 


“Classwatch, the firm behind the system, 
says its devices can be set up to record every¬ 
thing that goes on in a classroom 24 hours a day 
and used to compile ‘evidence’ of wrongdoing. 

“The equipment is sold with Crown 
Prosecution Service-approved evidence bags to 
store material to be used in court cases. 

“The microphones and cameras can be used 
during lessons and when a classroom is unat¬ 
tended, such as during lunch breaks. 

“But data protection watchdog the 
Information Commissioner has warned the sur¬ 
veillance may be illegal and demanded to 
know why primary and secondary schools are 
using this kind of sophisticated equipment to 
watch children. Officials said they would be 
contacting schools to seek ‘proper justification’ 
for the equipment’s use. Classwatch is set to 


face further scrutiny over the role of Shadow 
Children’s Minister Tim Loughton, the firm’s 
£30,000-a-year chairman.” 

Martin Johnson, deputy general secretary of 
the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, said: 
“We strongly object to schools or colleges hav¬ 
ing free rein to use CCTV and microphones, 
especially in sensitive areas such as classrooms, 
changing rooms and toilets.” Loughton had 
nothing of any use to say, merely insisting he 
had no technical conflict of interest. 

But with the Tories keen to make out they 
are the champions of liberty against the Big 
Brother state, he has blown a hole in that pre¬ 
tence by showing he is happy to personally 
profit from fascism in the classroom. 

• Loughton has not been invited to take 
part in the Worthing Freedom March festival! 


Crunch lime: the death of global capitalism 


‘ENOUGH is enough!’ That’s the 
rallying cry going up all over the 
world as the neoliberal global capi¬ 
talist economy spirals down the 
planetary plughole. 

British workers are back on the 
picket lines, facing the inevitable 
ranks of dead-faced robocops. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
French men, women and youths are 
out on the streets with a growing 
sense of destiny on their side. 
People are rioting in Greece and 
Latvia, Lithuania and Madagascar. 
Rebellion is gathering pace across 
South America and folk are rising 
up from Bahrain to Switzerland. 

Millions of Chinese are turning 
against their monstrous regime. A 
revolution is being carefully pre¬ 
pared in Mexico. Who knows 
where next tomorrow? If it can hap¬ 
pen in Iceland, it can happen any¬ 
where! 

And what they don’t want to 
tell you is that we’re all up in arms 
against the same enemy, the same 


monster that is devouring our lives, 
our hopes, our futures. 

That monster is capitalism and 
for a lot of people this may be the 
first time they have realised it even 
exists, that it is not some cliched 
term of abuse wielded only by 


spotty students with placards, but a 
very real and very dangerous entity 
with no conscience and no purpose 
other than to devour more and more 
of the planet and its occupants to 
swell its already bloated belly. 

Finally, across the world, we 


have seen it for what it is and now 
that we have named it we can defeat 
it. The serpent of greed and power 
has been around the throat of the 
human race for far too long. 

Once we have tom it off we can 
all breathe and live again. 


...or the birth of a world police state? 


THE powers-that-be always knew this would hap¬ 
pen, of course. Their think-tanks have been warn¬ 
ing them for years of massive civil unrest when 
their pyramid scam collapses. 

That’s why we’ve got all these ‘anti-terrorist’ 
laws that are really about stopping protesters. 
That’s why we’ve got CCTV everywhere, that’s 
why our emails and phone calls are monitored, 
our cars tracked, our data centralised. 

That’s why the state employs agents to infil¬ 
trate and disrupt radical opposition groups, that’s 
why it wants to tie our hands with ID cards and 
expand its ranks with privatised ‘police’ thugs. 

And that’s why the struggle for our economic 


rights, the struggle not to be ripped off and treat¬ 
ed as a slave by greedy bosses and authorities, is 
one and the same as the struggle to defend our 
right to refuse, to say ‘no’ to their system. 

The idea of Freedom is about a lot more than 
‘civil liberties’ as they are usually understood. It’s 
about our whole lives, it’s about who we are as 
human beings, about the purpose and dignity of 
our very existence and the sort of world we want 
to leave behind to our children and grandchildren. 
If you don’t want that to be a cross between a hi- 
tech prison camp and a battery chicken factory, 
then now is the time to stand up and voice your 
resistance! 














Cops to hack into your computer 


LISTEN! What’s that thudding noise out in the street? Why, there’s 
no need to fret, dear. It’s just the jackboots of a thousand policemen 
setting off to baton to death the last flimsy remnants of liberty in 
these accursed bankrupt isles. 

The latest joyful update is that, to quote The Times (January 4): “The 
Home Secretary has quietly adopted a new plan to allow police across 
Britain routinely to hack into people’s personal computers without a war¬ 
rant. The hacking is known as ‘remote searching’. It allows the police or 
Ml 5 officers who may be hundreds of miles away to examine covertly 
the hard drive of someone’s PC at his home, office or hotel room. 
Material gathered in this way includes the contents of all e-mails, web¬ 
browsing habits and instant messaging.” 

Apparently this has been going on secretly since the early 1990s. 
Researcher Richard Clayton explained to The Times that the authorities 
could break into a suspect’s home or office and insert a ‘key-logging’ 
device into an individual’s computer. This would collect and, if necessary, 
transmit details of all the suspect’s keystrokes. He said: “It’s just like 
putting a secret camera in someone’s living room.” 

Meanwhile, The Argus reported (January 3): “A team of private secu¬ 
rity guards will cany out night-time patrols of villages, car parks, taxi 
ranks and piers in a council bid to tackle crime. Worthing, Mid Sussex 
and Horsham councils are seeking tenders for a £900,000 contract to pro¬ 
vide extra security for dozens of sites traditionally patrolled by the police 
across the county.” What sort of horrific crime do they expect these pri¬ 
vatised ‘police’ to tackle? A clue comes from the news that Mid Sussex 
council is bidding for a security presence at evening meetings when there 
is a “risk of disturbance due to controversial issues being discussed”! 

Great to hear that our friends from Max Security . the private security 
outfit behind the town wardens who declared it was illegal to take pho¬ 
tographs in Worthing town centre (see August 2008 issue) have now also 
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Sunday March 1. Freedom Picnic. 2pm, Liverpool Gardens, 
Worthing. Defy the drink ban! Irritate the town wardens! Sod the 
authorities! Bring food, drink and smoking substances to share! 
Thursday March 5. Freedom for Palestine. 8pm, Grand 
Victorian Hotel, opp Worthing station. Guest speaker from the 
International Solidarity Movement. 

Wednesday March 11. Freedom from Oil. Find out about the 
new Worthing Transition Town project (see Pork Scratchings, 
right). CHECK WEBSITE FOR VENUE. 8pm 
Thursday March 12. Freedom to Protest. 8pm, Grand Victorian 
Hotel, opp Worthing station. Guest speaker from Smash EDO!, 
the campaign group fighting a controversial weapons parts fac¬ 
tory in Brighton. 

Saturday March 14. Freedom March Protest. 2pm, Town Hall, 
Chapel Road, Worthing. Voice your opposition to the police 
state, to the town wardens, to ID cards, oppressive laws, CCTV 
cameras and email and phone surveillance! 

Thursday March 19. Freedom from ID cards. 8pm, Grand 
Victorian Hotel, opp Worthing station. With Phil Booth, national 
co-ordinator of N02ID. 

Thursday March 26. Freedom March Forum. 8pm, Grand 
Victorian Hotel, opp Worthing station. An overall look at the 
theme and the festival. What next? 

Sunday March 29. Freedom from Guantanamo. 2pm, Labour 
Hall, Lyndhurst Road, Worthing. Talk by Omar Desghayes from 
Brighton, released after five horrific years in the USA’s notorious 
Guantanamo Bay prison camp. 

Tuesday March 31. Freedom Songs. 8pm, Sidney Walter 
Centre, Sussex Road, Worthing. Performance of folk songs on 
the freedom theme. 

Throughout March. Freedom for the Trees. Ongoing occupa¬ 
tion of Titnore Woods, West Durrington, in opposition to planned 
housing development, www.protectourwoodland.co.uk 

More events will be added and changes may occur. For the latest 
programme, check out www.eco-action.org/porkbolter, www.our 
worthing.co. uk/freedom-march.htm, www.myspace.com/ 
worthingfreedom march or Freedom March on Facebook. 

www.eco-action.org/porkbolter 



won the taxi marshall contract and “wear miniature video cameras to help 
capture extra footage of problems which could be useful to police” 
( www. worthingherald. co. uk ). 

If you’re worried about the prospect of unaccountable, untrained, 
mercenary pseudo-cops let loose on our streets, you won’t be pleased to 
leam that the Government is planning to give them “the power to use 
force” ( Guardian . December 3). 

But maybe you’re of a mind with Thatcherite South Downs Tory MP 
Nick Herbert who’s not too worried who’s out there and what they’re 
doing as long as they keep us plebs in our place - “the more uniformed 
presence on the streets the better”, he told The Argus ( January 3 k with 
a turn of phrase that would not have been out of place in Germany in the 
run-up to the March 1933 elections... 


Pork-scratchings 


EVER wondered what’s going to happen when our civilisation grinds to 
a halt, when the economy finally crumbles, the oil runs out and climate 
change wreaks havoc with our way of life? Ever thought that it would 
surely be better to start moving towards that place now, in a controllable 
manner, rather than wait for a hellish melt-down? If so, you will be inter¬ 
ested to hear that a group of Worthing folk are starting up a Transition 
Town project. More general info at www.transitiontowns.org and for the 
Worthing scheme attend the meeting on March 11 (see left). 

WHAT lovely new shops have been built in Station Approach, Worthing. 
But what a shame that they cannot be occupied, as their frontages are 
covered up with large advertising boards! A little bird tells us that 
Worthing Homes didn’t notice that the strip containing the hoarding is 
owned separately and failed to buy up the crucial bit of land linking 
building with street before pushing ahead with the development. 

THERE was a massive public response to the non-prosecution of Chief 
Inspector Sharon Rowe of Worthing police for shoplifting (see our Yule 
2008 issue), despite there apparently being enough evidence to go ahead 
- the verdict from Worthing residents was abundantly clear. So what has 
happened since? Nothing. A resounding silence all round. Let’s just for¬ 
get all about it, shall we, and pretend it never happened? 

WHERE did Worthing First dig up Roger Foregard from? The chairman 
of the business group’s transport and infrastructure group seems to have 
missed out on the 21st century so far and has been busy calling for new 
roads to be built all over the place, declaring: “The transport planners 
must accept that since the early 1960s the love affair with the motor car 
has blossomed so much so that a divorce from the ‘cherished chattel’ is 
furthest in one’s thoughts.” ( Worthing Advertiser, January 7) Err., hello? 
Climate change? Peak oil? Crippling recession? Ever heard of any of 
them, Roger? Nope, thought not! 

Sup from the trough of truth! 

THE PORKBOLTER is an independent newsletter for Worthing that 
tries to tell it how it is. To get the next six issues through the post send 
a donation of £3 or more payable to The Porkbolter at PO Box 4144, 
Worthing BN 14 7NZ. You can also pick up a copy at ‘Green’ at 63 
Victoria Road, Worthing (near the station). Or read it at www.eco- 
action.org/porkbolter, which also includes a regularly updated events 
section. We also run an email list, which you can join via pork- 
bolter@eco-action.org. 

porkbolter@eco-action.org 


Published and printed by The Porkbolter, PO Box 4144, Worthing BN 14 7NZ. No copyright, no freedom in April, then? 



































